il
o
e b g
f L e

o ‘;‘.. SRR 6 N e L ,,l, “i' “..!‘I--'l

o Ly
L

HlLﬁDiﬂLI’HIA. WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6, 1022 -

JIODOR, RUSSIA'S “MAD MONK” AGAIN IN U. S: %
PLANS TO BECOME A “SECOND BILLY SUNDAY™
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_‘y, of Last Hours of Czar and His|
' l-Fated Family, and Demands
" Seversty in Handling Radicals

. A small front room of an East

Bide apartment house the pages of |

Rossia’s dark fantastic history are rustling today,
f A printer’s shop occuples the basement of this New York tenement, |

ocratic millions up and down
b‘::l Joseph Podlesney, American

des of brass bells and call tubes, the like of which may be found by !

the streets of New York, lead to the |
Baptist missioner.

|

Within, as his guest, his picturesque black hair tumbling over hln:l
prow, sits Russia's famed “Mad Monk Iliodor.” Eleven years ago !

g that land heavily bolted and barred doors, subterranean passages and
rehlights were used to eee that no harm eame to his magic person. He !

% the “mad abbot” who headed the

Black Hundreds who swept forward |

oith his pilgrimages of fanatical devotees, defied the Holy Synod and |
Russla through the Czar. The destiny of Ministers lay in his hands!

| Ho is llioder, of Tsaritsin, who,

oith an extravagant sweep of adu-
lation from millions of peesants and
94 appellation “new favorite of the
Gar” beld the center of the stage
f'all Russia. Rasputin displaced
\ in favor, but so powerful was
§ influence and personality that it
w8 he who fought his way through
selutionary forces and ministered
9 the Czar and Czarina their last
gial two hours before they were
Mid. And the mad monk predicts
return of a new Czar—a demo-
agtic Czar—within two years,

- Yesterday in New York ho rode
mthe top of a Fifth avenue bus.
Al the while his three little chil-
don were playing games with the
Blle Podlesney girl up and down
Baventh street. The first thing he
@&d after disembarking with his wife
s little ones from the steamship
Lithuania last Thursday was to take
ot his first papers for citizenship.

1918, when he was in America
L'. he became interested in the
Bgtist Church, Now he is Jjoin-
ing It.

A Second Billy Sunday
Is Dream of Mad Monk

He has come to America to be-
eme in due time another Billy Sun.
&y.

Nliodor made this announcement
lst night through the kindness, of
Ms Interpreter, young Podlesney,
whose father is a Baptist minister,
He made it in picturesque Russian |

for a moment the little room
with its freight of history echoed
with the oratory which is said to be L
fis powerful man’s magic gift. |

“1 understand those millions o!i
Bearts,” he said; “it was because I|
[l Wderatood the hearts of the masses |
of the people and the heart of the!
Coar, too, that I was able to hold

This was my power.” His|
%, the deep blue eyes of the mys- |
e glittered. FHe leaned over the|
fable in the center of the room. The
g8 light shone down peculiarly on
th anachronism of his Old-World
face and his neat American business |
man's suit, |
®And human hearts are the same |
ol over the world,” He raised his,
haad knowingly as though to sweep |
ny all doubts; his hand, ofteni
mlsed to sway the destinies of 150, |
000,000 people, still made memorial |
gustures. “Ah, I know,” he said.

"I had my power with Russia be- |
@ase I spoke sincere words,” he|
etontinued volubly,” because I was
ot afraid to tell the truth. I was
afnid to tell no one the truth. 1|
%ld the Czar the truth about Ras-
putin, but he would not listen. It
Was his downfall. I preached the
truth to the masses, It is the same
with Billy Sunday here. He under-

8 the masses and the neecds of
hearts, And I, too” His
Mrangely white hand beat his
“At first, because of my

lack of English, 1 will work among
Russian people. But then as I

I will go to the Americans.
time 1 hope to wield the influence

I wielded in my own country.”

Young Mr, Podlesney, sitting po-

by, translated all these words |

8d explained that Iliodor had also

be hoped to be in time a second
Bunday.

At this moment in the interview
pleturesque flgure of & man|
up and walked over to the cor- |

her O‘fmiha room. There in a brass
under a bright pink quilt

Matled his three children—Sergius,
Mven; Hope, five, and little Iliodor,
*+ The Mad Monk of Russia
the youngest gently in his

His hair was fair. He wore

lttle blue pajamas. His cheek was
“;Pi&i: where it had rested

: pillow, Blue eyes,
¥¥ed in interrupted sleep, cast a
! ook at his disturber

| and a Christmas tree there was open

in this country when we were here
in 1918.”

Little Illodor was the only one
asleep of the little fledglings in the|
pink down quilt of a nest. The

Sergius Trufanoff, better known
as the “Mad Monk Iliodor”

others were wide-eyed and none the
worse for having nearly perished irlI
the quicksand as they made their es-|
cape from Russia. Only when their
mother, amber of eyes and hair,
came over toward the bed did they
duck under the covers and pretend
they were not listening to what papa
Iliodor was maying. When a little
later the talk came to Christmas

revolt in the sleeping quarters,

“They will have & tree,” their
papa said emphatically, giving as
much attention to the project as if
it were the time he told Prime Min-
ister Stolypin to do as he ordered,

Small pink mountains of glee rose
here and there in the bed,

“They will have it with me,” said
the little Podlesney girl, who is
seven, It was the first time she had
spoken, though she, too, was listen-
ing to everything that went on. Her
eyea were shining.

There are 18,000,000 people starv-
ing in Russia, Iliocdor had said a lit-
tle before. Half of them would rush
to America if the Boviet Govern-
ment would permit. Millions of
these, he said, are little children.
The three in the bed nestled snugly,
Here at least were those who would
not have to give the roses from their
cheeks to Russia,

The father looked proudly at his
little ones as he bade them go back
to aleep and went once more to the

| printe indeed for one who would
translate a life rich in fantastic|
color and storm into terms of quiet
| dumesticity and democraey.
) Once at the beginning of the rise
of his power Iliodor preached at
! Taaritsin what the Holy Synod de-
I cided was heresy. The synod or-
dered him to proceed to Crimea “for
restoration of his health.” Instead
of doing so Iliodor went directly to
8t. Petersburg and obtained an in-
terview with the Cear. His Majesty,
under the advice of the Metropolitan
Anthony, authorized the young
monk to return to Tsaritsin and offi-
ciate at the Easter service.
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: Hope that she be a | With other people’s eaps. He saw with =
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For little Iliodor we have not yet de-
cided.”

'lqlim publie career of ‘‘Iliodor, the
Mad Monk of Rusela,'' likewise known
ns Serge Michailowiteh Trefanoff, began
in 1005, when, from the monastery at
Tearitsin during a period of counter-
revolution and massncres, he began the
spreading of his propagandn aguinst
“democratn, infldele, Jews and Rus-
sinn fools.”” e beeame agitator and
lender of the Black Hundreds, the dark-
ost renctionary forees in the empire.
He headed fantastic pilgrimnges and de-
fied the Bynod, but Russian dignitaries
and statesn.en soon began to fear him,
heenuse the Czar feu under his .mﬁn-
ence. High dignitaries of the Church
nnd prominent officinls welcomed him
and gave him officinl receptions, be -
rquse they knew who was the renl
power hehind the monk.

He mude wild attacks on every one

f th ple working dlmel":n'ﬁ hin
of the wor in
nubjelmuln'.m He did not undcl"'lull ‘
people.*’

It was then Iliodor, with Ms
imprisoned behind glittering eyes
heavy blnck brows, made this ra
wiomentous prediction :

“Invide of two years we will

' another Czar, Not the same sort = [ ]

Czar—a democratic one this ti who
will be close to his people. 'B%

will be done for in two years,"

| days of Kings are not over.

But be did not go on with
thought because once more
to the subject of Nicholas and the
downfull of the monarchical system in :
Russia. Only this time there was n
softer note in his fluent, sonorous volee.
It wanu the speech rather of n man who
hud Jooked in on the sadder human
aspect of watehing a great nation fall: *

om the| .

ho |
Once he wcn a victory over the in power save the Czur himself, but :‘\\'l?pl n:;rl";:er:mgoa:: ::-lldltl?n':lzlpmu‘;ﬁ;
revolutionaries leading the peaple ?;llnhkw]nlu :'il;r‘i‘i;‘i1||‘s:g1r::~.‘;t‘1;!'"‘l\fih:*fm’ji“: great ruler and his favorite reduced to
and singing, “S.A\'E. Lord, Th}' Peo- m:;-phes ll)lrhiml Il‘llm. wnnt the Vreenier, "'"r':_'.,f:i':" this: the giving of a plece ol
‘ple,” Eleven times the revolution-| Stgiypin, himself wus powerless to tnke Hunger! The physical hunger of n
monarch who had ruled over 150,000. -
000 of people !

Gave Their Last Meal
To Czar and Czarina

“I gave them thelr last meal.’* ne
said quite simply, ‘I saw them two
hours hefore they died in the houpe
where they were kept prisoners. The
Czarina, who was the more masterful of
the two. bowed her hend low. The
Czar stood by n spinning wheel and the
Czarina was trying to work on a pillew.
One of their children, a daughter, wasr
with them. But before the end came
they had brought the others, who wes
not far away, so that they might all be
marsacred together.''

Iliodor pictured the Russia of today
a8 a babe and compared America to »
kig brother standing by and powerles
to help. Bolshevism, he said, wan
choking Russia, and he pointed out that
here in America we are too lenlent with
radicals,

“America Too Lenient
With Radical Element”

“You are too delicate with them."'
he #ald with emphasis, and this time Ms
eves held fire, ‘‘You are too lenient by
far. Harsh measures are needed fon
your extremists, who are linked with
the extremists of Russin and supplied
with funds by them. You are toe
lenient with them. It was the samM
with the Czar. Had they listened te
me they would huve been warned in
time, but they laughed at the thought
of the revolution ns a foolish bogey.'
parts of the country. For eighteen
months he lived in this way, sometimes
with the Red Army and sometimes with
the White Army,

“In 1018,"" he continued, “‘T was be-
trayed to the Bolshevist officials and )
was told these officialn wished me ts
become head of the Russian Chureh thet
I might undermine its influence and
ersonnel to make its workings value-
ess, I was put in jail and threatened,
but released and put under surveillance.
In October, 1021, the officials told mae
they wanted to get rid of Patriareh
Tikhon and were willing that he should
be killed or imprisoned,””

Vo decizion was made until Iliodor
lenrned through private sources that
unless he took action against Tikhon
e wimld ne executed, It was then he
decided on the quick and urgent trip to
Americn, e left Russia without a

passport, but was permitted to sail be-
rattse of o doenment Issued in the Amers
jean Consulate in Riga. Instructions
to izsue the papers had been cabled, it
wits =iid, as the result of the request
of Bantist Church offielnls, The trip.
towever, that preceded the aetuallv
wetting forth from Riga was in itself
an adventure for the whole 1liodoe
amily.

Surveving the entire Russian situm-

he Monk in his robes—z photograph taken before he left
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Monk lliodor, his wife and children, who hope to become Americans in time. The children are Bergius, seven
years old; Hope, five, and lliodor, four. The last named was born in the United States
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